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CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH

Youth Sunday
participants left
to right

Pastor Brian, Axel,
Rhyland, Sarah,
Teo, Josh, Owen,
Brandon, Kiera,
Oliver, Rowan,
Adam

Life Skillz
Graduates and
advisors left to

right

Pat, Pati, Sam, Neomi,
Naydelin, Sara, Amy,
Joshua, Lily, Esme,
Brooke, Sebastian,
Stephanie, Pastor
Brian, Jim, Ana, Rick,
Vincent, Bobbi

Youth in Worship

As the school year finishes, we celebrate our students in our worship services.

On May 10, our congregational youth led worship using liturgy they wrote. They
gave plants to the mother figures in worship. Pastor Brian interviewed seniors
Brandon and Owen. The graduates talked about the challenges of school and life
and the care of their congregational family.

On May 24, we celebrated the accomplishments of the San Bernardino High
School students who have been a part of the Monday morning Life Skillz circle.
They have faithfully shown up on Mondays, enjoyed breakfast, and participated in
conversations. Some have been congregational interns. We are blessed by their
presence. Continue reading for Pastor Brian’s reflection and individual students.



https://fpcsb.net/

Pastor’s Reflection: A Secason of Celebrating

“When | was a child, | used to speak like a child, reason like a child, think like a child. But now that
| have become older, I've put an end to childish things. Now we see a reflection in a mirror; then
we will see face-to-face. Now | know partially, but then | will know completely in the same way
that | have been completely known.”
-1 Corinthians 13:11-12

| was an extraordinarily mediocre student in high school, academically speaking. Even entering my
undergrad at Cal State Fullerton | had asked some mentor-type folks what was the easiest degree
to get in college (spoiler alert — at the time it was Communications). Little did | know that God
would call me down a winding path through serving within student body government, working in
higher education, a food pantry, with Spanish speaking grassroots organizations, then earning a
master's degree and finally a doctoral degree. | moved out of and back into my parents’ home
twice. Got fired from a job, started a family, and found a career that quickly was identified as a
calling and vocation. And all of which were evidence of God’'s movement in and formation of my
life for exactly that which | was created. Although high school had its fun and challenging
moments, it was no indication of what God would call me to in life. And still, the experiences
equipped me for the winding path that would lead to my too being claimed as a beloved of God.

Here at FPCSB we have a long tradition of nurturing and raising our young people in spiritual
formation with care and compassion. The youth and their families who are part of the
congregation are engaged, committed, and connected to providing spaces for this very act of
maturing faith. And, the youth at San Bernardino High School along with members of the
congregation desire to know how to develop a sense of identity, character, and integrity. All of
these young people have not only been impacted by the members of this congregation, but like
the grains of sand on the shore or the stars in the sky, they have been looked to as the generations
blessed by God - a blessing to this congregation indeed.

In May we recognized these young people in a few different ways. We were led in worship with the
gifts of the youth from the church, heard from and honored the high school graduates of that
same group of young people, and recognized the Life Skillz seniors graduating from San
Bernardino High School. You can catch a glimpse of these moments in the photos throughout this
issue. When we combine the young people engaged with FPCSB (children, youth, and college-
aged) over the course of a year, we count over 50 amazingly faithful and gifted people. They may
not all be together on any given Sunday, yet they certainly have become an extension of this
congregation’s witness to God’'s mission and ministry in this neighborhood. They too are the
beloved. Let the church say Amen!

Announce to the world the hard work and dedication of families and friends, students and
educators. To better ourselves and the rest of humanity for the glory of God.

Ideas, concepts, thoughts, visions, drawings, experiments, speeches, poems, essays, athletic
events, g collegiate bowl, express part of us, express part of God, in whose image we are made.
Let's honor education, not make it a god. Let's work passionately, let’s do it well:
shunning attitudes of superiority of judgement.

God'’s grace bestows our gifts, behooves us to excel, to feel good about ourselves:

With gratitude and purpose, share what we have, never stop learning, never stop caring, dream
dreams, plan well, work hard, share God.

(Healing Liturgies for the Seasons of Life)

Feeling Re-Energized,
Rev. Dr. Brian S. Symonds



LifeSkillz Seniors Recognition Service

On Sunday, May 24, 2026 we recognized and celebrated our LifeSkillz seniors (see photo on front page).. We have watched these young
people grow in character, perseverance and community. They will all be graduating from San Bernardino High School on June 5, 2026
with excellent academic accomplishments and looking forward to the next step in their journey in life.

Liliana Aceves (above left) - Lily has been in LifeSkillz and the internship program since she was a freshman. She has always kept
herself busy playing on the tennis team, being part of several clubs, serving as ASB Vice Mayor and being in theater where she has acted
and been a stage manager for several plays. Lily will be attending UC Berkley in the fall, studying psychology to achieve her goal of being
a child psychologist.

Sebastian Ramirez - Sebastian joined LifeSkillz this year and was hired as an intern last fall. He is in the Robotics Club, the Calculus Club,
the 5" District Youth Advisory Council, School Site Council and participated in the Mr. Cardinal program. Sebastian will also be the Class
of 2026 Valedictorian. He will be attending UC Berkley in the fall studying Chemical Engineering with a goal of becoming a process
engineer in the pharmaceutical or biotechnology field.

Patricia Aguilar - Pati is one of the Class of 2026 Salutatorians. While maintaining excellent grades she has also been on the girls CIF
League Champion water polo team, the swim team and she is also the reigning Miss Cardinal. Pati will be attending UC Davis in the fall
to study aerospace engineering to prepare her for a career at NASA building rovers.

Joshua Garcia - Josh has been in LifeSkillz and the internship program since he was a freshman. He is on the tennis, cross country and
track & field teams. He also served on the school site council. Josh will be attending UC Davis in the fall studying chemical engineering
to become a process engineer. His goal is to make the production process more sustainable, cleaner, safer and more cost effective.
Vincent Morales (above center) - Vincent has been in LifeSkillz and in the internship program since he was a sophomore. He is a leader
in the Robotics Club and a member of the Calculus Club. Vincent will also be attending UC Davis in the fall, studying aerospace
engineering with a goal to work at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasadena.

Sara Santana - Sara joined the LifeSkillz Circle this year. She is also a member of several clubs and plays on the tennis team. She will be
attending UC Davis in the fall studying civil engineering in hopes of caring for our infrastructure.

Naynelin Torres Romo - Naydelin has been a member of LifeSkillz and the Internship program for the last two years. She has always
been someone | can rely on. She was part of Big Brothers Big Sisters and AVID. Having overcome a serious injury with the help from a
physical therapist, she has chosen to pursue a degree in the biological sciences with the goal of becoming a physical therapist. She too
will join the LifeSkillz Alumni group at UC Davis!!

Ana Quevedo (above right) - Ana has been a part of LifeSkills and the Internship Program since the beginning of her freshman year. She
has also been serving coffee every Sunday after service for more than 3 years. She has been in other clubs and is part of the tennis team.
Ana will also be one of the 4 Class of 2026 Salutatorians. Ana will be attending UC Riverside in the fall majoring in environmental
engineering to become an air quality specialist so she can clean up our air.

Neomi Vargas - Neomi has been part of LifeSkillz and the Internship Program since the beginning of her sophomore year. She has
been a member of several clubs, she participated in the Miss Cardinal event, and she attended the Rotary Youth Leadership Academy
(RYLA) last year. Neomi will be graduating in 3 years and while getting all her classes done in 3 years she demonstrated he
entrepreneurial spirit by selling homemade cookies and fruit to her fellow students. She will be attending UC Santa Barbara in the fall to
study marketing with the hopes of running her own business.

Esmeralda Caballero Quiroz - Esme has been part of the LifeSkillz and Internship Programs since she was a sophomore. She was a
valuable intern, she made our new interns feel more comfortable by just being herself. Esme has been in several clubs and she also went
to RYLA last year. She will be attending Cal State San Bernardino in the fall to study nursing with a goal of becoming a Pediatric Intensive
Care Nurse.

Amisadai Arana - Ami has been part of LifeSkillz and the Internship Program for the last 2 years. She is someone who you can always
count on. She is fiercely loyal, brave, always honest and extremely smart. Ami was in 3 different sports in her senior year, tennis, water
polo and track and field, and she excelled in all of them. She will be going to Valley College in the fall to study engineering and at the
same time she will be working for the county. 3



Financial Report as of as of April 30, 2026
NOTES P P

General Fund
June Celebrations Actual Budgeted |Over/(Under)
Pledges $112,103.32 | 116,488.00 | (4,384.68)
Jun 1 Jon & Nancy Horstmann
Jun2  Terri Carlos Other Income* | $74,733.78 | 69,889.72 | 1,844.06
Amy Rueda
Katie Smith Expense $196,799.05 | 193,889.08 2,909.97
Trisha Wallace
Jun4  Erynne Arellano Net Income (9,96195) | (7,511.36) (2,450.59)
Jun5  Raymond Direen
Jun?7  Deb Burgan-Price
Bob & Maria Saenz .. e
Jun12 Rowan Fletcher Division Consolidation
June 16 Joy Burgan-Price ]
Elizabeth & Joseph Morales April | Year to date
Jun 20 Tom Garza
Katrina Johnston General Fund Net Income (79.79) (9,961.95)
Jun 22 Rachel Corpus (Expense)
Jun 23  Jorge Carlos
Jun 25 Randy & Kristine French Deacons Net Income 3.89848 (376.18)
Jun 28  Ava June Bodner (Expense)
Na_ncy Horstmann Net O ting |
Shirley Raabe et Operating Income 381869 | (1033813)
Brad & Amy Smith (Expense)
Jun 30 Rhyland Emery French
Rose King
Randy & Jenny Mantei
Thank you

Thank you for all the prayers,
cards, and good wishes | received
during and after my bout of
pneumonia. | always knew | was
blessed to find this church, and
you all proved it to me every day.

--Mimi Lange
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The Internship Program Continues

by Rick Rodriguez

The winter/spring internship term ended a few
weeks ago (see picture above of winter/spring team)
and we have been bringing in interns to do the work
needed here at First Pres on Saturdays since then.
We will continue to do this until the summer term
begins. The interviews for all of the applicants for
the summer term will be done on Saturday, June 6,
2026. We have 7 positions in the summer term, 2
team leaders and 5 interns. We have 14 Life Skillz
students who turned in applications for these
positions. Our interviewing/hiring team will
interview all of the applicants and then have to
decide who to give the positions to. This is a difficult
job, because all of our applicants have the
capabilities to be an intern.

There are 4 applicants who have never been part of
the internship program before. | believe this tells us
they hear, through word of mouth, the internship
program is worth their time and is a good program.

As the school year is ending, there are only 3 or 4 Life
Skillz students who have never been interns and only
2 students who have never applied for the program.
On June 5, 2026 we will have 8 Life Skillz seniors
graduating from San Bernardino High School who
have come to the monthly Saturday Food Distribution
since they joined the internship program, three of
these devoted students have been coming since they
were freshmen. | am hoping that they will continue to
come and help in June and July, but 6 of these
graduates will be going away to universities in August.
These wonderful young people have been the
backbone of our Saturday Food Distributions and so
many other things at First Pres for a long time and we
have already had them start training younger interns
to do the tasks they have been handling. They will be
missed.

As things change the internship program continues to
move forward.

ook o 0 o ot o s

Board of Deacons 2026

Mindy Rueda, Moderator; Steve Smith, Pastoral Support
Class of 2026: Kristine French, Joyce Lyons, Joanna Nord,
Mindy Rueda, Chris Wright-Thomas
Class of 2027: Richard Rodriguez, Jim Siegmund, Kyle Smith
Class of 2028: Rebecca Allen, Amy Gano, Dave Thomas, Brent Nord




May Session Highlights

by Amy Smith, Clerk of Session Brian shared the pastoral care guidelines which
he and Laurie developed to let the congregation
know what they can expect in case of an illness
or hospitalization. A lease was finalized with
Church of Amazing Grace International outlining
our relationship as they share our campus on
Sunday mornings. Susan Skoglund shared
highlights from the Presbytery Assembly
meeting, one of which is a planned 100" year
anniversary celebration for the Big Bear Christian
Conference Center which has hosted so many of
our youth throughout the years. It is taking
place August 28" - 30" and they are
encouraging anyone who has connected with
the camp in the past to attend part or all of the
weekend. (See flier p.11.) Finally, Session
approved camperships for six of our youth to
attend Summer Camp. Much of these funds
come from the sale of Stater Brothers scrip on
Sunday mornings.

Session continued their study of Roadmap to
Reconciliation 2.0 where we explored the
concept of preservation and catalytic events.
Preservation is the stance where we primarily
stay with what we've done in the past and is
most comfortable. This can be demonstrated by
“we've always done it that way"” thinking. We
discussed ways we are in preservation mode in
some areas of our church life. A catalytic event is
something that takes us out of our comfort zone
and opens us up to new opportunities and ways
of seeing things. Our invitation to host the
Splash into Wellness event may be a catalytic
event as we open our campus to neighborsin a
new way. This is an opportunity to not only be
welcoming, but to build relationships and find
out what we can learn from these interactions,
not just focus on what we might have to offer.
(See flier next page.)

Pastoral Care Coverage

Pastoral care is an integral and important part of the ministry at First Presbyterian Church San Bernardino, as well
as the Presbyterian Church (USA). Below is a bit about Pastoral Care from the PC(USA)'s Book of Order:

“All members are called to take part in the ministry of pastoral care, visiting the sick, supporting the weak, and
comforting those who mourn. Ruling elders, deacons, and ministers of the Word and Sacrament' have particular
responsibility for the exercise of pastoral care within the community of faith.” W-5.0204

And the call of the pastor even has a specific charge for pastoral care:
“..to exercise pastoral care, devoting special attention to the poor, the sick, the troubled, and the dying;” G-2.0504

When church and community members seek pastoral care:

The church Secretary receives requests for pastoral care. Generally, the Secretary will get permission (or not) to
add those names and persons to the Pastoral Care and/or Prayer Chain weekly emails. Notifications of immediate
hospitalizations, transfers to hospice care, and terminal or near terminal diagnoses will be forwarded to the
Pastor.

The Pastor will make arrangements to visit persons who are hospitalized, those transferred to hospice care, those
with terminal or near terminal diagnoses, and those who have just passed away.

When the Pastor is away on scheduled time off:
The Pastor will be notified of deaths and hospitalizations (visit arranged upon return).

The Minister of Pastoral Support will be notified of deaths, hospitalizations, those transferred to hospice care,
those with terminal or near terminal diagnoses, and those who have just passed away (visits may be arranged).
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Continuous
Reffection

As we participate in the ministries of this
congregation, we put into practice the “Love Bubble”

from our Mission Action Plan (MAP)

Emvironmenital
Consciousness

Radical
Hospitality

Creative
Worship

Education &
Curiosity

MNurturing
Relationships

Summer Food Ministry Needs

Service to
MNeighbars

by Marilyn Kraft

The Food Ministry thanks you for the gifts of food, funds, volunteer time, and prayer. If you are able, we
invite your help as some food items are in short supply.

Most Needed Items
e« Canned vegetables — e.g. corn and green beans
e Canned fruit
o Peanut butter (about 16 oz jars)

(We currently have enough pinto and black beans.)

Other Ways You Can Help
1. Pray and advocate for our food bank partners
We are grateful for:
« Community Action Partnership of San Bernardino County (CAP), which provides most of the
food for third Saturday distributions. The food itself is free; we only pay truck rental costs.
- Feeding America Riverside | San Bernardino (FARSB), which supplies most of our
Tuesday/Thursday food and the food for Saturday beyond the 192 CAP bags. Most food is 19¢ per
pound, with produce only 6¢ per pound.

2. Give financially
Donations to Deacons or designated gifts help cover:
« FARSB maintenance fees
« truck rentals for CAP and larger FARSB food pickups

3. Continue your regular giving during the summer
Food Ministry operations rely on general offerings for electricity (including refrigeration & air
conditioning), office supplies, staffing, and facility use and maintenance.

4. Volunteer
Volunteers do a variety of tasks including:
« sorting and shelving food
« bagging groceries
« photocopying and folding handouts
« assembling kits
« maintaining food storage spaces including documenting temperatures
« registering participants and handing out bags

5. Pray for our participants

As we serve our neighbors we hear both their struggles and celebrations: finding shelter, maintaining
transportation, securing enough work, managing health concerns and grief — while also celebrating
birthdays, graduations, and other milestones.

Thank you for being and becoming love in action to our food recipients. 8




The Season after Pentecost

Prayer, Fruit and Giftedness - Summer Sermon Series’

| am looking forward to what | have learned is usually a spirited time of worshiping in Fellowship
Hall during the summer. As we round out the current church program year June will be a
month of what pastors call lectionary preaching - simply put it is preaching from a Sunday
scriptural schedule as opposed to a sermon series. However, the summer will bring with it what
| hope will be series of sensory acts of worship. July we will be using different styles and ways of
praying creatively for each other and ourselves. August will be a discovery of pairing the fruit of
the Spirit with the food from scripture — taste and see that the Lord and scripture is good. And
September through contemplation we will dive into how to better see the gifts in others which
God is constantly revealing around us..we just need to looking for and expect to see it.

Oh What a Time We'll Have!
+Pastor Brian

Sermon Schedule: June/July/Aug
June - Lectionary based Sermons
June 7 - Rev. Samuel Roberts will be preaching
June 14 - Acts 3:1-16 — “Help as Strength” — Pastor Brian
June 21 - Acts 5:1-11 - “Who are you Foolin™?" -Pastor Brian
June 28 - Hymn Sing Sunday
(First Sunday in Fellowship Hall — followed by the annual Ice Cream Social)

July — Praying: Communally, Individually and Creatively
July 5 - Colossians 4:2-6 — “Beyond the Altar” — Pastor Brian
July 12 =1 Thess 5:16-18 - “In the Room of Prayer, There's no ‘Right Way'” — Pastor Brian
July 19 — Philippians 4:6-8 — “Prayer and Poetry: Proclamation and Pause” — Pastor Brian
July 26 - Rev. Dr. Steve Smith will be preaching
(Worship in Fellowship Hall)
Pastor Brian will be away July 26

August theme - Fruit of the Spirit - Food from Scripture
An exploration of the fruit of the Spirit paired with tastings of food from scripture,
while worshiping at tables
(Worship in the Fellowship Hall)

Fall Preview...
September theme — Mutuality of Giftedness: Discerning Missional Vocation
Pastor Brian will lead the congregation through theological assumptions and scriptural
references from his doctoral thesis on the congregational work of discerning missional vocation.
(Worship in the Fellowship Hall)
Pastor Brian will be away Sept 27




Celebrating our Graduates!

Aidan Morris

Aidan graduates June 13, 2026, from
Carleton College (Minneapolis, MN) with a
Bachelor's Degree in Political Science and
International Relations and two minors -
Public Policy and Religion.

Aidan has been accepted into the Master's
program for National Security Studies and
Foreign Policy at American University in DC.
Aidan is a congregation member, son of Jim
and Dawn Morris and grandson of Pat
Morris.

Rev. Dr. Brian S. Symonds

Brian graduated May 29, 2026, from Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary with a Doctor of Ministry
Degree in Missional Leadership with a focus on
Discerning Missional Leadership for the Local
Congregation.

Brian is not going anywhere. He will continue his
call as pastor and head of staff at First
Presbyterian Church of San Bernardino where he
will use his learning in his work with the
congregation and community.

Owen Morris

Owen graduates June 6, 2026, from Cajon
High School.

Owen plans to attend Vassar College in the
fall where he will be Exploring the
interdisciplinary aspects involving cognitive
science, such as philosophy, linguistics,
neuroscience, psychology, and more in the
frigid Poughkeepsie, New York.

Owen is a congregation member, son of
Jim and Dawn Morris and grandson of Pat
Morris.

Brandon Turner

Brandon graduates June
7, 2026, from Carter High
School in Rialto.

Brandon is not sure what's
next. He may explore a
career in the arts. He is
going to take some time to
work things out and may
take classes at Valley
College.

Brandon is the son of Tanya
Turns and grandson of
Brenda Stringer. 10
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First Presbyterian Church of San Bernardino
The Rev. Dr. Brian S. Symonds

Pastor
Head of Staff
The Rev. Dr. Stephen W. Smith
Pastoral Support
Laurie Stafford
Ministry of Visitation
First Presbyterian Church June 2026
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Please check the calendar on the website for the most up-to-date information for June.
https:/fpcsb.net/events_links/calendar

Our Mission Statement
Moved by the Spirit, we strive to create an open and inclusive community embodying the love,
forgiveness, and grace of Christ which we extend to ourselves, each other, our neighbors, and our
world through nurturing relationships, creative celebrations, continuous learning, and
transformational service. 12
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